
 

 
 

Haddonfield, NJ 
Shade Tree Commission  

June 20, 2017 
 

Opening:  Robin Potter opened the meeting with a reading of the “Sunshine Law” statement at 8:04AM. 
STC members Robin Potter, Ralph Ciallella, Jane Berkowitz and Ann Koelling as well as Foreman 
Bill Ober were present.   

 
Community Comment: No community members present. 
 

Correspondence:  None. 
 

BOE Construction Project Resolution 
The STC members discussed the BOE appeal of the snow fencing requirement to protect 
Borough-owned trees bordering active construction and construction access areas.  The BOE 
requested that plastic cyclone fencing be used as it is lower cost.  Snow fencing is required by the 
STC as it affords greater protection of the trees since it is much less likely to be moved by 
contractors when properly installed.  STC members noted that detailed STC tree protection 
requirements have been posted on the Borough website since early 2015, and that the Borough 
Construction office participated actively in the development of these policies and, at the time, had 
recommended the use of properly installed snow fencing as a more effective means of tree 
protection.  STC members were also concerned that in granting this request for variance, private 
developers within the Borough would perceive correctly that the Borough enforced its tree-related 
regulations on a selective basis and would no longer feel the need to follow these requirements. 
The members were concerned that tree protection from construction would be more difficult to 
enforce and that Borough taxpayer costs for tree removal would increase sharply.  (see attached 
list of potentially affected trees, based on June 14 BOE plans.) 

Ash Tree Survey  
Jane reported that the Branch Managers and other interested residents have now surveyed 
approximately 75% of the 550 Borough-owned Ash trees.  Approximately 60 trees have been 
identified as poor or dead and must come down this year as they are becoming a hazard.  Another 
100 trees have been identified as in fair condition and will be rechecked next spring.  Over 60% 
of the trees are in good to excellent condition. 

Procedures to handle trees damaged or removed without permission 
Recently, STC members have seen an increasing number of damaging cuts to Borough-owned 
trees.  The STC discussed developing standard procedures to address residents regarding trees 
damaged or removed without permission.  As many residents do not realize that the 
Borough-owned trees are not theirs, the procedures would allow residents the opportunity to 
correct improper cuts before requiring penalties.  Robin offered to sketch out the process in the 
context of her current discussions with other NJ STC leaders regarding the enforcement of shade 
tree-related protections.  



 

Review of recent Borough-owned tree removals 
In response to Bill Ober’s observation that a number of the trees on his current takedown list are 
located in the park strips fronting recently constructed homes, Robin suggested that the STC 
review this list and the list of trees removed in the past year to identify those trees potential 
affected by construction.  As the STC construction-related tree protection efforts started in 2015, 
this review would allow us to determine the effectiveness of these current efforts. 

Kings Court mulch around trees and shrubs 
Ralph discussed that mulch, rather than stones, should be used at the base of trees and shrubbery 
at Kings Court.  Initially, the Borough installed stones as they were less likely to wash over the 
pavement in rainstorms.  However, the stones are also shifting across the pavement and being 
thrown by children.  He has recruited several Kings Court merchants who are willing to maintain 
the mulch.  The STC members agreed with his assessment and recommended that he contact 
Sharon McCullough and Greg Ley on this matter.  Robin offered to call John Moscatelli.  
 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 AM                                                                  Submitted by Robin Potter 
CC: Commissioner Moscatelli, Administrator McCullough, Borough Clerk Bennett, STC 

members 
 
 


